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Parish Annual Report 2016
It gives us great pleasure to present the 2016 Annual Report for St Michael’s Parish Lane Cove. This report
shines a spotlight on the achievements, challenges and celebrations of our Parish community during 2016.
Our Parish is fortunate to have many generous Parishioners who give freely of their time, talents and financial
support to accomplish good works for God’s glory. We have many dedicated volunteers that serve our
community of faith in many important ministries. We have a greater number who support the Parish and the
work of charitable institutions aligned to the Catholic faith with financial contributions. Your gifts are greatly
appreciated.
Our Parish is also blessed with the pastoral care and guidance of Father Geoff. We are grateful for the tireless
dedication of Fr Geoff to the ministry of the Church and our Parish.
We hope you find this report interesting and informative.
St Michael’s Lane Cove Parish Council

A Message from Fr Geoff
I am greatly indebted to our Parish Council for the great work they have
done over the past twelve months. The Council is chaired by Henia
Colinard. Thank you to Peter Burton who has compiled this Annual
Report, and to Ebony Daly who has worked creatively on the layout.
During the past year the Parish Council, the Parish Finance Committee
and a specially convened committee have been looking into the feasibility
of establishing a parish Child Care Centre on the site of the parish hall
and the adjacent property which is owned by the parish. This project is, in
part, a response to the Archbishop’s wish to encourage parishes to build
such centres if they are able. As a first step, plans for a child care centre
were drawn up by Sissons Architects. The initial design, once costed by Quantity Surveyors (Osborne and
Song), was out of our price range, and so it was back to the drawing board. We now have a design that we
can afford, but we are still in the early stages of the project. As you would appreciate, a project such as this
has to receive local government approval, as well as approval from the Archdiocese. The Archbishop has
recently published a charter for Catholic Early Childhood Centres in the Archdiocese of Sydney, and we are
also obliged to follow the guidelines laid down in that document. At the moment we are in the process of
appointing a Provider who will operate the centre, and once that is finalised we can commence the lengthy
process of obtaining the necessary planning permissions.
Thank you for your generous financial support of the parish over the past twelve months, and thank you also
for the many ways in which you contribute to the life of the parish through your various ministries. I would
also like to thank Fr George Connelly for his pastoral care of our parishioners who gather for Mass at the
Greenwich Chapel. And congratulations to Fr George as he celebrates the 60th anniversary of his ordination
to the priesthood. I would also like to thank the Jesuit Fathers for their pastoral care of our parishioners who
celebrate Mass at the Dalton Memorial Chapel within Riverview College.
I’m looking forward to joining our parishioner Matthew Meagher for his ordination to the diaconate in St
Peter’s Basilica, Rome, this coming September. Matthew will be ordained to the priesthood next year, back
in Australia. Congratulations to Matthew and his family on behalf of the parish community.

2016 Parish Highlights
Social Justice
The St Michael’s Social Justice Group is a dedicated
group of Parishioners with a passion for social justice.
The Group is currently focussed on issues relating to
refugees, homelessness and domestic violence.
It launched two major initiatives in 2016.
Homelessness. The Social Justice Group began
supporting the extended operation of an overnight crisis
accommodation centre in Redfern – Teresa House –
from April 2016.
Refugee support. The House of Welcome is a nongovernment organisation based near Villawood NSW
providing support services to asylum seekers and
refugees. The Social Justice Group organised a collection
in May 2016 to replenish the Food Bank provided by the
House of Welcome to its clients.
There is more information below on these important
initiatives – and how you can become involved.

Fr Joe
Joseph Hamilton was ordained to the priesthood at an uplifting and moving service in St Mary’s Cathedral
presided by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP on the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (3 June 2016). Fr Joe
was welcomed into the priesthood by over 90 priests (diocesan and religious) and supported by a large host
of family and friends filling the Cathedral.
Fr Joe celebrated Mass at St Michael’s two days after his ordination. Fr Joe is currently back in Rome
furthering his studies.

2016 Parish Highlights
Parish dinners
Parish dinners are a highlight of the Parish social
calendar. They typically sell out shortly after tickets
become available and feature after-dinner presentations
by local Parishioners with fascinating stories to tell. We
enjoyed two dinners in 2016.
We were entertained at the first dinner in May 2016
with tales of life growing up in Ireland and as a former
investment banker by our (then) Deacon Joseph
Hamilton. The dinner was shortly before his ordination, so
Joe was able to share with us his excitement for the next
chapter in his life.
In October 2016 we heard from Professor James Franklin. James is a well known mathematician,
philosopher, historian and a long standing Lane Cove parishioner. He completed his PhD on algebra in
1981 at the University of Warwick in England and has been teaching at the School of Mathematics and
Statistics ever since his return to Australia. James has published research works ranging from philosophy of
mathematics, probability, ethics, Aristotelian realist theory (the importance of mathematical patterns in life),
remote Indigenous community writings and a biography on the late Archbishop Mannix. On top of those
achievements, James is also the editor of the Journal of the Australian Catholic Historical Society.
James provided though-provoking insights into his writing and thinking over many decades of highly complex
issues such as God, science, mathematics and ethics.

Our Parish Committees and Groups
St Michael’s is thriving as a vibrant and faith-filled community, thanks to the involvement of many parishioners
who contribute their time and talents.
There are many different ways you can get involved and contribute to the life of the Parish.
Catechists

A vitally important ministry for our Parish. Our catechist team reaches out to children
in our public schools - Lane Cove Primary, Lane Cove West Primary and Greenwich
Primary School.

Children’s liturgy

Children are supported in their faith development with age-appropriate stories
and activities in the Parish Hall during the 9:30am Sunday Mass in school terms.
We would particularly welcome volunteers to lead the Children’s liturgy groups
(comprehensive support materials are provided).
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the process by which adults become
Catholics, has been a regular feature of parish life at St Michael’s. It reaches a climax
on Holy Saturday night during the Easter Liturgy.

Christian Initiation
If you’ve never been baptised, if you are a baptised member of another Christian
of Adults
denomination and would like to find out more about the Catholic faith or if you are
a Catholic who would like to learn more about the faith, you are welcome to attend
meetings of the RCIA group. For further information, please contact the Parish Office.
Morning tea

A wonderful way to connect with others in the community. Morning teas are held:
• First Sunday in each month following the 9.30 am Mass.
• Senior’s morning tea on the first Wednesday of each month after the 9.15 Mass

Altar Servers

Open to children who have made their first Holy Communion.

Altar Society and
Sacristans

The Altar Society cleans and maintains sacramental items.
Sacristans prepare the altar for masses and funerals.

Choir

We welcome your contribution as a singer or musician in our Choir. Rehearsals are
held on Wednesday nights in the Church from 7:30pm.

Greeters

Greet people at the entrance to the Church before weekend masses with a
welcoming smile and hand out the Parish bulletin.

Lectors and senior Lectors present the readings at Mass. Senior servers assist the Parish priest
servers
throughout the Mass, including assisting in the administration of Holy Communion.
Wardens and
counters

Wardens assist with collections during weekend masses. The weekend collections
are processed and counted on Monday mornings by counters.

Visting the sick
and infirm

Our Parish has pastoral responsibility for six nursing homes, hospitals in Greenwich
and Longueville and approximately 40 private residences to visit and administer Holy
Communion each week.

Prayer group

A group that responds to prayer requests by fellow parishioners. Requests are
circulated to members to include in their own daily prayers.

Gardening

Landscaping and maintenance of the Church grounds.

Finance
Committee

Assists with all financial matters relating to the operation, maintenance and planning
for the Parish.

Parish Council

The Parish Council supports the Parish priest in co-ordinating parish activities and
organisations, identifying areas for focus to meet the needs of the Parish and community
and encouraging wider participation in the work of the Parish and the Church.

Congratulations Fr Joe
A wet and windy Friday evening outside St Mary’s
Cathedral on the feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus (3 June 2016) was quite a contrast to
the joyous and uplifting service inside – the
ordination of Joseph Hamilton and Daniele Russo
to the priesthood. Fr Joe was ordained by the
Archbishop of Sydney, Archbishop Anthony Fisher
OP before more than 90 priests (diocesan and
religious) and a large host of family and friends
filling the Cathedral – including from Fr Joe’s native
Ireland, and from South Africa and the United
States.
The Archbishop described Fr Joe’s journey to
the priesthood from his childhood in rural Ireland,
through a career in global finance and to the
seminary.
“At university his faith deepened and he developed
the helpful habit of daily Mass,”
the Archbishop said of Joseph.
“A successful career in finance had its perks (but
eventually) the magnetic power of Christ finally
turned his heart from the economy of ‘Mammon’
to that of salvation.”

Congratulations Fr Joe
Fr Joe celebrated Mass at St Michaels two days
after his ordination. Many parishioners were
fortunate to receive the first blessings of a newly
ordained priest and congratulate Fr Joe on his
ordination.
Fr Joe joined us in Lane Cove in October
2015, straight from four years of study in Rome
culminating in his ordination as Deacon. Joe’s
arrival in Sydney was quite unlike his last - prior
to entering the seminary Joe was living and
working the expatriate life in Sydney as the
Head of Deutsche Bank’s Portfolio Strategies
and Structuring Group. Joe credits the then
Archbishop of Sydney (George Pell) as critical
in guiding him to find his true vocation, leaving
behind all that goes with a life at the top of the
global finance industry and devoting his life to
God and his people.
Joe provided assistance to Fr Geoff with the daily
ministries of the Parish and made many new
friends during his time with us in Lane Cove. He
will miss the waves at Manly with his surfboard in
storage now he has returned to Rome to continue
his studies.

Social Justice Group Expands
The St Michael’s Social Justice Group continued to expand its initiatives and strengthen its impact
throughout 2016. The group was established in July 2015 by two Parishioners who are passionate
advocates for social justice issues - Linda Carseldine and Terry O’Connor. Supporters of the Social Justice
Group have been growing in number and range in age from 20 to 70 years.
The Social Justice Group aims to make a difference to members of our immediate and wider community.
After careful consideration of social justice initiatives that other Parishes were pursuing and much reflection
on which areas were of greatest need and with potential for the group to make a meaningful impact, the
Social Justice Group decided to continue its focus throughout 2016 on refugees, homelessness and
domestic violence.

Teresa House
The Social Justice Group has been working to mitigate the suffering of those affected by homelessness in
Sydney through its support of Teresa House.
Teresa House is a project established by Cana Communities. It is a terrace house in Redfern that provides
free overnight crisis accommodation for 10 guests, especially for mentally ill and addicted women and men,
couples and transgender people who are at risk or simply with nowhere else to go. Six days a week, it
provides each guest with a homecooked dinner, a bed for the night and a light breakfast the next morning.
It is staffed completely by volunteers.
Terry O’Connor had been volunteering at Teresa House for the past five years and was aware the centre was
closed on Thursday. He thought this was a great initiative for our Parish to become involved to ensure that
Teresa House could open and provide its essential service on Thursdays.
Many of the people who stay at Teresa House are regulars (men can stay one night a week, women can stay
up to three nights a week). There are normally five in the men’s room, three in the ladies room and a couple
shares their own room, which is unique to Teresa House. He says that all of the guests have their own
stories and many will share them with you. Drug and alcohol abuse is common (both are not permitted in the
house) and mental health issues are the norm. Some have been homeless for years, whilst others are only
temporarily displaced due to short-term circumstances.
Volunteers fill a crucial role, as without them, Teresa House closes and those who would stay at the house
would instead be forced to sleep on the streets. It is different from other shelters. The environment is like a
home – small, relaxed and as much as possible, unstructured. It is a chance to provide a home environment,
cook a meal and talk to the homeless guests, and listen to their stories about how they have come to be in
their present situation.
A call for volunteers was put out to the St Michael’s community to staff Thursday evening and overnight. The
response was overwhelming, with over 60 people signing up to volunteer. St Michael’s volunteers have been
operating Teresa House on Thursday evenings and overnight since April 2016.
Based on current numbers, volunteers only need to commit to once every three months for either the dinner or
the night shift. More volunteers and welcome, and all receiving training. If you would like to know more about
the Teresa House initiative or the Social Justice Group, please contact Linda (linda.carseldine@gmail.com).
For more information on Cana Communities,
please visit www.cana.org.au

Social Justice Group Expands
A typical night at Teresa House…
Terry says, “We arrive at around 6pm, generally
straight from work, open and air the house
and start getting organised for guests. This will
include making a call to find out who is expected
for the evening, preparing dinner and getting
bedding ready. Guests begin arriving at 6.30pm
and, once settled, will usually take a seat in the
open plan living, dining and kitchen area and we
will chat whilst prepping and serving dinner.
Depending on numbers, I like to join the guests
for dinner but there are no set rules. Following
dinner guests will either head upstairs to bed or
remain in the living area, talking. The dinner shift
volunteers will clean up after the meal and will
hand over to the night shift volunteers at around
9pm. The night shift is relatively straight forward;
continuing the conversation and making sure
everyone is in bed by around 10.30 or 11pm.
Assuming there are no issues, you then go to
bed yourself in the volunteers room and sleep
through until 6.30am. The morning routine is
simply to ensure that everyone is up and out
by 8am, preferably having had something to
eat, cleaning the kitchen, ensuring the beds are
stripped and the rubbish put out.”

Social Justice Group Expands
House of Welcome
The Social Justice Group decided that a food drive supporting
the House of Welcome would have an immediate and positive
impact on the lives of asylum seekers in our community.
House of Welcome is a non-government organisation
providing support services to asylum seekers and refugees.
The organisation provides access to housing, medical
support, English language lessons and social support and,
for their most disadvantaged clients, access to a Food Bank
stocked entirely through donations. Services are provided to
clients according to need regardless of age, gender, sexuality,
nationality, religious affiliation or manner of arriving in Australia.
House of Welcome was established 16 years ago by a group
of individuals in the Villawood area. They became concerned
after witnessing asylum seekers - newly released from the
Villawood Detention Centre - being pointed in the direction
of the nearest train station then left to fend for themselves
with no government support, no right to earn an income,
no English language skills and little understanding of the
Australian culture or community.
House of Welcome is now the largest provider of transitional
housing and support for asylum seekers and refugees in NSW.
It is fully funded by church and community donations – it
receives no government funding. The day-to-day operations
are run by a small number of paid staff (around 10 people) and
a large number of volunteers (more than 90 people).
The Food Bank operated by House of Welcome is a little like
a supermarket, with items such as canned goods, laundry
detergent, toiletries, nappies and other pantry items. In
addition to the pantry items, the Food Bank contains fresh
food such as milk, fruit and eggs. Some of this is paid for from
House of Welcome’s budget and some is donated by groups
like Oz Harvest. The Food Bank provides asylum seekers
and refugees, who have limited or no income, with the opportunity to access familiar and nutritious food to
help supplement their limited weekly budget. The opportunity to choose their own food from the Food Bank
restores some dignity to people living in desperate circumstances and reassures them that there are people
in Australia who care about them. About 140 individuals rely on the Food Bank each month.
Members of the Social Justice Group mobilised the St Michaels Lane Cove Parish in May 2016 to donate
supplies for the Food Bank. It was an outstanding success with the Parish donating more than 3,200 items,
weighing about two tonnes with $330 in cash and vouchers. The support was gratefully received as the
Food Bank was running short of supplies at the time.

St Michael’s is Growing
Welcoming new
Parishioners

Our Parish community at St Michael’s is vibrant, engaged and growing,
supported by a dedicated Sacramental team.

Lane Cove is experiencing
rapid change with many
new apartment blocks under
construction or recently
completed. Many new families
have moved or will shortly
move into our Parish.

There was much to celebrate across the Sacramental program in 2016:

All visitors and new
Parishioners should feel
welcome and included at
St Michaels.
The warm welcome should
begin on arrival at Mass.
Greeters are rostered to
welcome Parishioners with a
smile and a copy of the Parish
Bulletin. The Greeter’s roster is
well supported for the 9.30am
Sunday mass, but we would
welcome new Greeters for
Saturday and Sunday evening
masses.
The morning teas held the first
Sunday of each month are a
wonderful opportunity to meet
and welcome new parishioners
in a relaxed and casual setting.
Come along and introduce
yourself to new faces!

Sacramental Statics (Jan to Dec 2016)
Baptisms

136

First Reconciliations

137

First Holy Communicants

151

Confirmation Candidates

134

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

10

Marriages

18

Parish Funerals

28

We welcomed 140 new families to our Parish during 2016, for a total of
3,940 registered households in our Parish.

Giving is what we do
Our contributions to annual and special appeals
Our Parish responded enthusiastically to annual and special appeals in 2016.
We contributed over $117,250 in donations in 2016 to many deserving organisations and charities, including
the Charitable Works Fund, Caritas, St Vincent de Paul and Catholic Mission Appeal amongst others.

Appeals and special collections in 2016
Charitable Works Fund
This appeal supports the pastoral activity of the Archdiocese of Sydney and is taken up
three times a year in May, August and November. It supports the following charitable
agencies and social services in the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney:
• CatholicCare – Catholic Community Services
• Chaplaincies – Prisons, Hospitals & Universities

$60,600

• Ephpheta Centre – Ministry for the hearing impaired
• Confraternity of Christian Doctrine – Religious Education in State Schools
• Seminarians – education and formation of future priests
• Aboriginal Catholic Ministry

St Vincent de Paul
There are two major St Vincent de Paul Society appeals during the year - winter and
Christmas. Donations from the poor boxes in the Church are also provided to St Vincent
de Paul.

$22,714

Donations are applied by St Vincent de Paul as needed for the benefit of people in
poverty in all areas, including provision of food, clothing, household goods, furniture,
accommodation and rental assistance. St Vincent de Paul also provides services and
support for homeless men, women and families, aged care and mental health.

Caritas - Project Compassion
Caritas Australia’s annual fundraising and community engagement appeal - Project
Compassion - began in 1966 and is now one of the largest humanitarian fundraising
campaigns in Australia.
The Project Compassion appeal is conducted during Lent. It asks people across
Australia to raise money and offer hope to the millions of families who fight for justice,
peace and survival every single day.

$8,005

This appeal is an extraordinary, ongoing demonstration of the faith, love and generosity of
the Catholic congregation and caring supporters throughout Australia, all in the name of
justice and peace. It is the single most important appeal for Caritas Australia.

Garage sale - Caritas and Youth off the Streets

$11,869

Giving is what we do
Appeals and special collections in 2016
Catholic Mission Appeal
Catholic Mission is the Australian agency of the international Pontifical Mission Societies.
Locally and globally, Catholic Missions works to build communities of missionary disciples
of Jesus who share their faith by proclaiming the word of God, serving people in need,
acting for justice and adopting child-focused development programs.

$4,797

The 2016 appeal supported the vital work of the Catholic Church and missionaries in
Australia’s most needy dioceses.

Holy Places Appeal
This appeal is taken up on Good Friday each year and promotes the missionary work of
the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians in areas
such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and
medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from this appeal. The
Appeal is organised and coordinated by the Franciscan Friars who administer the Holy
Land Commissariat.

$2,524

Priest’s Retirement Foundation
There is a rapidly increasing need to support our sick and retired priests. The Sydney
Archdiocese established the Priests’ Retirement Foundation to ensure all priests can
receive the accommodation, health care and support they need in their retirement.
Most of our Archdiocesan priests work long into their seventies, caring for the spiritual life
and welfare of their people – often to the detriment of their own long term welfare. There
are now over 60 retired priests in Sydney.

$4,639

The Priests’ Retirement Foundation covers needs such as convalescence care, nursing
home and hostel care for frail Priests, assistance in transitioning to retirement, health
insurance, medical and dental expenses, assistance with board and lodging expenses
and maintenance of accommodation.
This annual Appeal is taken up on Father’s Day each year.

Holy Father’s Appeal
This annual appeal supports the Pope’s activities around the world. It unites us in
solidarity to the Holy See and its works of charity to those in need. Your generosity allows
the Pope to respond to our suffering brothers and sisters with love and compassion.
Offerings to the Holy Father go towards special projects in humanitarian work, social
development and charitable works.
Thank you for your generosity!

$2,110

Managing the Parish Finances in 2016
Our Parish is dependent upon your generosity for sustaining our many faith-enriching programs and
ministries, as well as supporting the administration and maintenance of the church, hall, presbytery and
other facilities.
The Planned Giving Program is a particularly important source of funds for the Parish. Total contributions to
the Planned Giving Program during 2016 were similar to total contributions in 2015. Almost 560 Parishioners
contributed to the Planned Giving Program in 2016.
Approximately 65% of contributors to the Planned Giving Program contribute by credit card. Credit card
contributions are processed monthly. They are the preferred contribution method as they minimise cash
handling and administration costs.
Around 85% of credit card contributors to the Planned Giving Program contributed under $100 per month.
About 10% contribute between $100 and $200 per month, with 5% contributing in excess of $200 per month.
Contributions to the Planned Giving Program were 60% tax deductible for the year to 30 June 2016. Tax
receipts for contributions to the Planned Giving Program are available shortly after 30 June each year.
If you would like to join the Planned Giving Program we encourage you to complete the form available from
the Parish website.
We are pleased to report that operating receipts exceeded operating expenditure for the Parish for the year
ended 30 June 2016. The operating surplus ratio (operating expenditure divided by operating receipts) for
the Parish for that year was approximately 55%.
The sources of operating receipts and outgoings for the Parish in the year ended 30 June 2016 are shown
below.

Income
CDF Distribution 3%
Interest Received 3%

Other 3%

Outgoings
Other operating expenses 10%
Altar & church requisites 1%
Postage/telephone 1%
Travel/car expenses 5%
Pastoral expenses 2%

Property
Rentals 19%

Loose
Collections
12%

Salaries, wages and
superannuation 32%

Electricity, water, gas
telephone 4%
Envelope
Distribution
61%

CWF shortfall
9%
Insurance
6%

Repairs and
maintenance 29%

Managing the Parish Finances in 2016
The finances of the Parish are administered under the direction of Fr Geoff with the support of the Finance
Committee. The Finance Committee is comprised of volunteers with financial and accounting experience.
The financial statements of the Parish are audited each year by a qualified auditor and provided to the
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.
Together with the audit, the Finance Committee ensures that the highest standards of accountability and
integrity are maintained in the administration and reporting on the financial affairs of the Parish.

Our Parish Hall
The Parish is fortunate to have a well maintained hall within the Church grounds.
The Parish Office regularly receives inquiries from groups interested in using the Parish hall.
The hall is already heavily used by Parish groups and committees as well as a limited number of charitable
organisations, including St Vincent de Paul, Alcoholics Anonymous and Catholic Care (marriage preparation).
We regret there is limited availability for the hall to be used for other purposes not connected to the Parish.

Celebrating 40 Years
The Parish community joined together in February 2017 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the current St
Michael’s Lane Cove church building. The milestone was marked with a Mass celebrated by Archbishop
Anthony Fisher and Fr Geoff.
The first “St Michael’s church Longueville” was built for £850. That building continues to serve the Parish
– it is the Dorritt Street Hall. A bigger church with an impressively grand facade was built in 1926 to
accommodate the rapidly growing Parish. Construction costs totalled the princely sum of £6,650.
Within fifty years the Parish had outgrown its second church building, and in 1976 construction started on
the church building we know today. Masses were held in the Dorritt Street hall and the Lower Town Hall
during construction. Archbishop Fisher recalled the controversy amongst some parishioners at the Council’s
refusal to allow the removal the portrait of the Protestant Queen during Mass!
Remarkably, all three church buildings were administered by the same parish priest - Monsignor Hughie
McGuire was officially parish priest from 1922 till 1978. Archbishop Fisher shared his fond recollection of
serving early-morning Masses for the Mons. He continued:
“On one occasion I asked my mum if Msgr McGuire spoke any English; when she asked
what language I thought he was speaking when he preached to us, I said I presumed it
was Latin. 50 years after arriving in Australia the Mons’ Irish brogue was impenetrable
for this little Aussie boy! But his service building up this parish was truly colossal.”
Archbishop Fisher celebrated his first Mass in the current church building 25 years ago. Archbishop Fisher
paid tribute to the six parish priests and many assistant priests that have served the Lane Cove Parish
since then.
Following the Mass, the original Parish church hosted a morning tea celebration of the 40th birthday of the
third Parish church.

Celebrating 40 Years

St Michael’s Parish
204 Longueville Rd, Lane Cove NSW 2066
Phone: 02 9427 2034
Email: admin@lanecoveparish.org.au
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